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TO  THE  CHAIR/^AN  AND  Ae/ABERS 

OF  THE 

ST.  GERnANS  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

JT  is  again  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  my  report  as  to  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 

of  my  district  during  the  past  year,  with  the  tables  of  the  averages  of  the  births  and  deaths 
and  sickness  for  the  whole  district  and  also  for  the  three  registration  divisions. 

The  district  consists  of  an  area  of  42,838  acres,  and  a  population  on  the  census  of  1901 
of  17,790.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  being  3,156,  making  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  5 ‘6. 

The  corrected  returns  of  the  census  were  not  published  until  after  my  last  annual  report 
was  issued,  and  there  being  a  difference  of  619  in  the  population  in  the  preliminary  and  corrected 

report,  my  statistics  were  not  absolutely  correct. 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1903  calculated  by  the  natural  increase  was 

18,159,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  3,192,  making  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  5 ’6 

During  the  year  1903  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  whole  district  was  396, 
making  the  birth  rate  2T8  per  thousand  as  against  411  births  in  1902  with  a  rate  of  22  8  per 
thousand. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  189,  giving  a  death-rate  of  10'4  per 

thousand,  as  against  238  in  the  year  preceding,  with  a  rate  of  13-2  per  thousand. 

Of  these  30  were  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  death-rate  of  IT  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  to  tlie  middle  of  the  year,  as  against  43  in  the  preceding 
year  with  a  rate  of  2-3  per  thousand. 

Eleven  deaths  were  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  viz four  from  diptheria,  three  from  enteric 
fever,  two  from  diarrhoea,  one  from  measles,  and  one  from  whooping  cough,  giving  a  death-rate 
from  these  causes  of  *6  per  thousand 
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Seventy-eight  deaths  were  of  the  age  of  65  itul  upwards ;  of  these  forty-two  occurred 
between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  seventeen  from  80  to  90,  and  eight  at  90  and  upwards,  being 
a  very  large  proportion  of  deatlis  due  to  old  age. 

Eight  deaths  were  due  to  cancer,  being  a  death-rate  from  this  disease  of  '44  per  thorisand. 
Three  cases  occurring  in  the  St.  Germans  district,  four  in  the  South,  and  one  in  the  North. 

Twelve  deaths  Avere  due  to  phthisis,  being  a  death-rate  of  '6  per  thousand,  of  these  five 
occurred  in  the  South,  and  seven  in  the  North  District. 

There  Avere  146  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  viz: — 


Scarlet  fever 

99 

Diphtheria 

16 

Enteric  fever 

14 

Erysipelas 

17 

giving  a  disease  rate  of  notified  cases  of  8 ‘04  per  thousand.  The  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
notified  cases  being  due  to  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  diphtheria  are  someAvhat  increased,  mainly  due  to 
infection  from  neighbouring  districts. 

Vaccination  has  been  most  efficiently  carried  out  during  the  year  throughout  the  district. 
There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  refusals. 

In  the  St.  Germans  registration  district  there  have  been  42  births  registered,  giving  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  16T  per  thousanrl,  as  against  52  births  Avith  a  rate  of  19'9  per  thousand  in  1902. 

Thirty-nine  deaths  Avere  recorded  from  all  causes,  making  a  death-rate  of  14'9  per  thousand 

as  against  12‘6  per  thousand  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these  four  occurred  under  one  year  of  age 

making  a  death-rate  of  1’5  per  thousand,  as  against  3'4  per  thousand  in  the  year  preceding. 

Twelve  occurred  bstween  70  and  80  years  of  age,  four  between  80  and  90,  and  one  upwards  of 

90. 

Two  deaths  Avere  recorded  as  being  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  viz  :  one  frcnn  diphtheria,  and 

one  from  measles,  giving  a  death-rate  of  '7  per  thousand. 

Fifteen  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  11 

Erysipelas  ...  3 

making  the  disease  rate  5*7  per  thousand,  as  against  4’3  per  thousand  in  1902. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  the  end  of  January,  and  proved  rapidly  fatal.  It  was 
an  isolated  case,  the  cause  of  which  was  obscure. 

The  first  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  Tideford  during  the  last  week  in  January,  and 
within  tAvo  days  one  Avas  notified  at  St.  Winnols,  which  is  at  the  extreme  south  of  the  parish 

of  St.  Germans,  they  were  entirely  unconnected  and  were  evidently  imported  cases,  as  also  Avas 
the  one  occurring  at  Mount  Pleasant  in  February. 


5 


The  eight  cases  which  occurred  at  Sheviock  in  September  and  October  could  be  traced  to 
a  school  treat,  at  Antony,  where  children  from  all  the  neighbouring  parishes  were  assembled. 

The  better  distribution  of  the  water  supply  and  the  drainage  of  the  village  of  Tideford  is 
still  in  abeyance. 

The  cottage  at  Branchicombe  is  still  without  any  supply  of  drinking  water  Avithin  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  ;  in  other  respects  it  is  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

The  arrangements  that  Avere  made  last  year  to  fill  in  a  portion  of  the  head  of  Polbathick 

lake  and  improve  that  portion  of  the  village  Avhich  has  so  long  been  a  source  of  danger,  have 

not  been  carried  out.  I  much  hope  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  give  it  their  immediate 

attention,  and  that  there  Avill  be  no  further  delay  in  carrying  out  such  a  much  needed  improve¬ 
ment.  Though  the  Avater  supply  of  the  east  end  of  Polbathick  was  referred  to  a  committee,  no 
steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  to  improve  it. 

A  public  urinal  and  closets  are  much  needed  at  Downderry,  where  there  are  a  large 
number  of  day  visitors  during  the  spring  and  summer,  this  has  also  been  refeired  to  a  committee 

without  any  result. 

In  the  South  Registration  district  there  were  250  births  registered,  making  a  birth-rate  on 

the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  Avhich  Avas  10,871,  of  22'9  per  thousand,  as 

against  256  births,  Avith  a  rate  of  24T  per  thousand,  in  the  preceding  year. 

106  deaths  were  registered,  shewing  a  death  rate  of  9'7,  as  against  13‘09  per  thousand  in 

the  year  preceding. 

Eighteen  deaths  occurred  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  making  a  death  rate  of  1’6 

per  thousand  as  against  2 '07  per  thousand  in  1902,  and  thirty-three  were  at  the  age  of  70  and 
upwards,  22  being  between  70  and  80,  8  betAveen  80  and  90,  and  three  at  90  and  upAvards. 

Eight  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  Zymotic  diseases,  viz  : 

Diphtheria  ...  3 

Typhoid  fever  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  ...  2 

making  a  death-rate  from  these  causes  of  ’7  per  thousand. 

One  hundred  and  seven  cases  of  infectious  diseases  Avere  notified,  viz : 

Scarlet  fever  ...  70 

Diphtheria  ...  13 

Enteric  fever  ...  13 

Erysipelas  ...  11 

making  a  disease  rate  of  9 ‘8  per  thousand. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  is  mainly  due  to  the  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever  in  Torpoint,  where  there  were  18  cases  notified  in  September,  25  in  October,  7  in 
November,  and  3  in  December. 
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The  origin  of  the  outbreak  was  in  my  opinion  due  to  the  assembling  of  a  large  number  of 
children  from  neighbouring  parishes  at  a  school  treat  in  the  third  week  in  August,  there  having 
been  sporadic  cases  in  the  district  at  intervals  throughout  the  summer.  Every  means  in  our  power 
were  adopted  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading,  though  in  many  cases  strict  isolation  was 

practically  impossible.  However,  I  did  not  consider  myself  justified  in  advising  the  closure  of  the 
schools,  as  at  no  period  of  the  epidemic  was  the  average  attendance  below  79 '5  per  cent,  and  such 
a  step  would  have  meant  turning  760  children  into  the  streets  who  would  have  been  much  more 
likely  to  have  increased  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  schools  were  regularly  inspected  twice  a  week  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  any 

children  from  infected  houses  were  present  or  were  suffering  from  any  premonitary  symptoms  of  the 

disease,  in  order  that  they  miglii  be  at  once  isolated  and  placed  under  proper  care. 

Bills  were  also  posted  cautioning  the  public,  and  leaflets  distributed  at  all  infected  houses 
with  instructions  as  to  disinfections,  etc. 

In  many  cases  during  the  epidemic  the  want  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  sorely  felt, 
as  without  doubt  such  means  of  isolation  would  have  proved  of  the  greatest  benefit  in  preventing 
infection  spreading. 

The  other  cases  that  occurred  in  this  division  were  mostly  isolated  ones.  One  in  March 

at  Maker,  one  in  June  and  one  in  July  at  Kingsand,  one  in  July,  August  and  September  and 
two  in  December  at  Rame,  one  in  September  and  three  in  October  at  Wilcove,  these  four  being 
connected  with  the  cases  at  Torpoint. 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diptheria.  The  first  one 

being  reported  in  January  at  St.  John’s  Mill.  The  closet  was  found  to  be  in  an  unsanitary 

condition  and  the  source  of  the  water  supply  suspicious,  the  analysis  of  the  water  however  proved 
satisfactory,  and  the  landlord  has  carried  out  my  suggestions  in  protecting  the  water  supply  from 

any  risk  of  }*ollution,  and  has  made  the  necessary  improvements  in  the  closet.  A  second  case 
occurred  in  the  same  house  from  personal  contact. 

In  February  a  case  was  reported  at  Torpoint  where  the  closet  drain  was  found  defective 

and  was  at  once  attended  to. 

In  March  two  cases  were  reported  at  Torpoint,  and  one  at  Wilcove,  connected  with  those 

at  Torpoint,  which  were  probably  caused  by  emanations  of  sewer  gas.  Consequently  the  sewer  was 
further  ventilated  by  fixing  a  ventilating  shaft  at  the  head. 

In  July  another  isolated  case  occurred  at  Wilcove  which  could  not  be  traced  to  any 

definite  cause. 

In  Sei)tember  two  c.ases  occurred  at  Kingsand  in  a  family  who  had  arrived  from  Bristol 
only  a  few  days  before  and  had  been  attending  school  up  to  the  time  they  left  their  home.  As 
one  of  the  children  was  unwell  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  it  is  evident  the  disease  was  contracted 
before  they  left  their  home  at  Bristol. 

In  November  three  cases  were  reported,  two  being  at  Torpoint,  and  one  at  Wilcove,  all 

thi'ee  unconnected,  the  source  of  infection  being  doubtful. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  has  also  been  greater  than  the  preceding  year.  The 
first  case  being  reported  in  Millbrook  tlie  second  week  in  February,  the  jmtient  being  in  service> 

and  having  to  leave  her  situation  on  account  of  her  illness.  On  inspecting  the  farm  where  she 
lived  I  found  two  closets  close  outside  the  door  and  windows  of  the  house  in  a  very  unsanitary 
state,  one  being  entirely  choked  and  very  ollensive,  and  the  pan  of  the  other  much  corroded  and 

unsound,  I  have  therefore  no  doubt  but  that  the  disease  was  contracted  there.  The  closets  have 
since  then  been  repaired  and  put  into  a  thoroughly  good  condition. 

At  the  same  time  a  case  was  reported  in  Harbour  Street.  Torpoint,  which  was,  in  my 

opinion,  due  to  a  defective  drain  emitting  sewer  gas.  The  defect  was  at  once  repaired. 

In  INIarch  two  cases  occurred  in  Macey  Street,  Torpoint,  due  to  the  same  cause.  Here  also 
the  necessary  repairs  were  carried  out. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  another  case  was  notified  at  Millbrook,  but  as  the  patient  had 

been  out  of  employment  for  some  weeks  and  moving  about  from  place  to  place  the  source  could 

not  well  be  traced. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  the  woman  who  nursed  the  first  case  reported,  developed  the 
disease,  which  proved  fatal.  Two  other  cases  also  occurred  in  the  village  unconnected  with  the  last 
case  or  one  another — one  being  a  youth  who  worked  in  a  barge,  the  other  a  man  working  in  the 
Dockyard.  As  their  respective  houses  had  been  recently  put  into  a  good  sanitary  state  it  was 

probable  that  the  disease  was  contracted  away  from  their  homes. 

Just  at  the  same  time  a  case  was  notified  at  Kingsand,  also  a  workman  in  the  Dockyard,  no 

fault  could  be  found  in  the  sanitary  state  of  his  house, 

Two  other  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house  in  Market  Street,  Kingsand — one  in  June,  the 

other  in  August — evidently  originating  from  the  same  cause,  there  being  a  well  in  the  court  with 

a  pump  which  was  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes.  However,  both  patients  being 

children,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  they  had  been  drinking  it.  The  w'ater  on  analysis  was 

found  to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  use,  in  consequence  of  which  the  pump  has  now  been  removed 
and  the  well  filled  in 

Another  workman  in  the  Dockyard  was  reported  at  Kingsand  in  October.  Here  also  the 

sanitary  condition  of  the  house  and  premises  was  good. 

In  November  a  case  occurred  in  Alexandra  Terrace,  Torpoint.  As  the  house  drains  were 

perfectly  good,  and  no  fault  to  be  found  with  the  water  or  milk  supply,  it  was  considered  that 

the  disease  might  have  been  caused  by  cockles  gathered  in  St.  John’s  Lake,  some  of  which  the 

patient  had  eaten.  I  therefore  thought  it  desirable  to  send  some  up  for  analysis  by  the  clinical 

research  association  as  they  were  being  regularly  gathered  for  sale  in  Devonport  and  elsewhere. 

The  result  however  was  negative,  viz : — “  No  evidence  pointing  to  infection  of  the  cockles  with 
Typhoid  bacilli  can  be  obtained.”  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  source  must  have  been  outside 
the  district. 

As  so  many  of  the  cases  were  employes  of  the  Dockyard,  I  wrote  the  Principal  Medical  Officer 
on  the  subject,  he  however  was  unable  to  locate  any  possible  sources  of  infection  in  the  Dockyard, 
the  disease  must  therefore  have  been  acquired  elsewhere. 

There  being  an  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  among  the  children  attending  the  Cremyll  school 
at  the  end  of  January,  an  order  was  given  by  the  District  Council  to  exclude  the  children  affected, 
.and  those  from  infected  houses  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease. 
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The  school  at  Cawsand  was  closed  from  July  6th  to  20th,  by  order  of  the  District  Council, 
in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  mumps  among  the  children  in  that  neighbourhood. 

In  September  I  inspected  Mr.  Surle’s  stable  in  Harvey  Street,  Torpoint.  It  adjoins  a  dwelling 
house  and  has  not  any  proper  means  of  drainage,  and  before  being  used  as  a  stable  should  be  properly 
paved  and  drained,  so  as  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  liquid  or  other  manure,  and  all  manure 
should  be  removed  daily. 

Montpelier  Terrace  is  still  drained  into  a  cesspit  in  the  field  behind,  the  over-flow  from  which 

is  discharged  on  the  beach  below  Thankes,  and  is  a  source  of  nuisance.  The  drains  of  this  terrace 

should  be  connected  with  the  sewer. 

All  kinds  of  refuse  are  thrown  on  to  the  beach  at  the  back  of  King’s  Terrace.  Steps  should 
be  at  once  taken  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  such  a  danger  to  the  public  health. 

68  Fore  Street,  where  the  well  was  closed  in  consequence  of  pollution,  has  undergone 

extensive  alterations  and  improvements,  the  town  water  has  been  taken  in  and  a  water  closet  with 
a  flushing  tank  has  been  provided. 

Vast  improvements  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  houses  owned  by  the  Kewpassage 
Brewery  Company  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

There  is  still  much  need  of  more  efficient  closet  accommodation  in  some  parts  of  the  town 
which  I  have  brought  under  your  notice  in  former  reports,  viz : — two  houses  in  Fore  Street,  where 
there  is  only  one  closet  for  five  families — 24  persons.  Two  houses  in  Macey  Street,  one  closet  for 
27  persons.  A  house  in  Ferry  Street,  one  closet  for  20  persons,  and  another  house  in  the  same 
street,  one  closet  for  20  persons.  This  subject  requires  your  immediate  attention. 

I  have  during  the  year  had  to  call  your  attention  to  some  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  these 

have  or  will  shortly  receive  attention. 

The  discharging  of  town  soil  near  the  manure  works  still  continues,  though  it  has  been 
prohibited.  More  stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  such  a 

nuisance. 

Both  the  schools  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  during  the  holidays.  The  sanitary 

arrangements  of  the  National  School  are  not  as  good  as  they  might  be — the  closets,  etc.,  are  too 

close  to  the  entrance  of  the  Infant’s  class-room  and  not  efficiently  ventilated,  and  the  class-room 
requires  more  thorough  ventilation. 

Pail  closets  have  been  substituted  for  middens  in  most  of  the  houses  at  Wilcove,  only  three 
or  four  houses  now  remain  unaltered. 

The  closets  at  the  Antony  school  are  still  without  an  efficient  supply  of  water  for  flushing. 

The  burial  ground  at  St.  John’s  has  now  been  closed  for  some  months  by  an  order  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  as  yet  no  other  ground  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board,  consequently 
the  parish  is  without  any  ground  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

Throwing  refuse  of  various  kinds  over  the  quay  at  Millbrook  is  a  source  of  nuisance, 
dangerous  to  health,  and  centinues,  notwithstanding  the  notice. 
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The  more  efficient  ventilation  of  the  sewer  in  West  Street  requires  attention. 

In  March  a  nuisance  was  complained  of,  caused  hy  the  leakage  from  a  cess  pit  at  the  hack 
of  Endsleigh  Terrace,  Kingsand,  into  the  adjoining  garden,  about  six  feet  below  the  cess  pit.  A 
summons  was  issued  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisanc?,  but  wac  withdrawn  as  the  necessary  work 
was  carried  out  before  the  magistrates  meeting. 

A  water  closet  has  been  substituted  for  a  pail  closet  at  the  Green,  Kingsand,  as 
recommended. 

In  May,  I  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visited  the  houses  at  the  South  and  East  end  of 
Cawsand  which  were  without  any  closet  accommodation,  and  we  were  of  opinion  that  the  house 
occupied  by  Mr.  Marks  could  have  a  water  closet  provided  on  the  landing  at  the  top  of  the 
stairs  which  could  be  connected  with  the  existing  sewer.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  done. 

The  houses  occupied  by  Messrs.  Pawley  and  Forsyth,  belonging  to  the  same  Landlord  can 
only  be  accommodated  with  an  earth  closet.  There  being  no  space  upstairs  for  a  water  closet, 
and  the  basement  being  at  least  four  feet  below  the  level  of  the  sewer.  The  necessary  improvements 
have  been  promised  by  the  Landlord. 

The  houses  occupied  by  Mrs.  Brown  and  Messrs.  Tregretha  can  have  an  earth  closet  placed 
in  an  outhouse  at  the  back.  This  accommodation  has  since  been  provided. 

These  earth  closets  will  have  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
regularly  attended  to. 

There  are  still  several  houses  in  the  villages  of  Kingsand  and  Cawsand  without  the  necessary 
closet  accommodation,  but  I  trust  they  will  be  duly  provided  at  an  early  date. 

The  outfall  of  the  Kingsand  sewer  was  defective,  this  has  been  rectihed,  but  the  sewer 
requires  to  be  extended  to  below  low  water  mark. 

The  continuation  of  the  granite  curbing  in  Garrett  Street,  Cawsand,  might  be  carried  out 
with  marked  advantage. 

In  the  North  registration  district  104  births  were  registered,  making  a  birth-rate  of  22'3 
per  thousand,  as  against  22'5  per  thousand  in  1901. 

Forty-four  deaths  were  registered,  giving  a  death-rate  9.4  per  thousand,  as  against  14‘4  per 
thousand  in  the  year  preceding. 

Of  these  eight  were  under  one  year  of  age,  viz : — 


Premature  birth  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  1 

Other  causes  ...  4 


making  the  death-rate  among  children  under  one  year  old  P7  per  thousand,  as  against  2 '6  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Eight  deaths  were  recorded  between  the  ages  of  70  and  80,  five  between  80  and  90,  and 
four  at  the  age  of  90  and  upwards ;  shewing  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  recorded  were  due 
to  old  age. 
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One  death  only  was  recorded  as  being  due  to  zymotic  disease,  viz : — whooping  cough-  - 
making  a  death-rate  of  '2  per  thousand,  as  against  1’09  per  thousand  in  1901. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz: — 


Diphtheria  ...  2 

Scarlet  fever  ...  18 

Typhoid  fever  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  3 


making  a  disease  rate  of  5T  per  thousand,  as  against  1’5  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  two  cases  of  Diptheria  were  imported  from  neighbouring  districts,  one  occurring  at 
Burraton  in  April,  the  other  at  Cargreen  in  July. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  one  in  May  at  Lower  Burraton,  imported  ;  one  in  July  at 
St.  Stephens,  imported  ;  one  in  July,  St.  Mellion,  imported  ;  two  in  September  and  one  in  October, 

St.  Mellion,  infected  from  the  one  notified  in  the  same  house  in  July  ;  one  in  October  at  Carkeel 

imported,  two  at  Cargreen  in  December,  imported  j  five  at  Brighter  (Landrake),  infected  from  cases 
in  St.  Mellion  ;  and  three  in  Landulph  contracted  fri:»m  cases  at  Cargreen. 

The  case  of  enteric  fever  occurred  at  an  isolated  farm  at  Pillaton  Mill  in  July,  the  origin 

of  the  disease  being  doubtful. 

During  the  latter  part  of  January,  a  number  of  children  attending  the  National  School, 
Landulph,  were  reported  to  be  suffering  from  whooping  cough,  and  were  in  consequence  excluded 
from  the  school. 

In  May,  chicken  pox  was  prevalent  among  the  children  attending  St.  Stephens  school  and 
all  infected  children  were  excluded. 

The  school  has  been  over-crowded,  and  it  hks  consequently  been  much  enlargeil,  and  in 
every  way  put  into  a  good  sanitary  condition. 

In  June  I  had  to  call  your  attention  to  the  water  supply  at  Longlands  school.  The  pump 
being  out  of  order  and  of  no  use.  The  closet  accommodation  was  also  insufficient.  These 
defects  have  since  received  the  attention  of  the  managers. 

The  drainage  of  Brookdown  Villas,  Tamar  Terrace  and  Kimberley  Terrace,  St.  Stephens,  is  still 
in  abeyance,  although  it  has  so  often  been  brought  under  your  notice,  and  the  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  work  is  a  source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Tlie  drainage  of  houses  iii  Lower  Burraton  which  I  have  mentioned  in  previous  reports  as 
beiug  defective  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

There  are  still  some  houses  in  Burraton  where  the  drainage  and  closets  are  defective,  the 
landlords  have  been  communicated  with,  on  the  subject,  and  will,  I  hope,  carry  out  the  necessary 
alterations. 

In  this  neighbourhood  there  have  been  some  cases  of  over-crowding,  which  have  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  landlords,  who  will  give  the  matter  their  attention. 
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A  house  at  Antony  Passage  was  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition  as  to  he  unfit  for 
habitation. 

The  drainage  and  better  water  sup})ly  of  Forder  are  still  in  abeyance,  and  require  your 
attention. 

The  shutters  to  the  filter  beds  at  tlie  sewage  outfall  are  not  water-tight,  thereby  preventing  the 
necessary  rest  and  drying  of  the  filter  beds. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  Trehunest  has  not  yet  received  attention. 

Eight  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  for  analysis,  four  of  which  have  been  condemned 
as  unfit  for  drinking  or  other  domestic  purposes,  viz  :  three  at  Torpoint  and  one  at  Kingsand,  the 
wells  have  therefore  been  permanently  closed. 

We  have  been  using  Formaldehyde  Sulphur  torches,  in  conjunction  with  the  Formalin  Spray 
for  house  disinfection,  and  find  them  satisfactory. 

The  other  parts  of  the  district  have  been  generally  healthy,  and  free  from  any  Epidemics,  and 
require  no  special  comment. 


St.  Germans, 

January,  190 Jj.. 


I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently 

J.  BEDFORD  KERSWILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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